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PHILOSOPHY OF YOUTH MINISTRY

TEACHING

Curriculum has been developed over the years that is geared towards young people, but as quality as those lesson plans may be, they tend to lack a personal touch. Youth ministry is RELATIONAL, so the teenagers need to be able to identify with the one teaching, especially when connecting through the Word of God. I have always developed my own Bible-based curriculum for the young people. It focuses on Biblical principles, while integrating examples from my own experience and things that I’ve learned in my own walk with God.
ADULT VOLUNTEERS

When I first started in youth ministry, I was always told of the importance of having volunteers. Once recruited, these adults would sit in on the teachings, help serve food at events, clean up after parties, etc…important things, but not very fulfilling to a call. I noticed that many volunteers dropped out since they felt they weren’t accomplishing much and that the commitment to youth ministry seemed endless. Something had to change. The role of small group leaders seemed to be a natural way to get into the lives of the teenagers. I also allowed the opportunity for properly trained volunteers to teach on special occasions. This was a surprising success at not only building a rapport with the young people, but also in developing gifts they never knew they had and strengthening them in their own walk with the Lord.

SMALL GROUPS

Our youth services were held simultaneously with services in the main sanctuary. Since the main service had the tendency to run long, it allowed time for our volunteers to shine! After each teaching on Sunday AM, each adult volunteer and a student leader met with the same group of teens (same gender) in a small group. They would take time to discuss the teaching, talk about life, and pray for each other. During the week, the volunteer and student leader would touch base with members of their small group to follow up on prayer requests or just check in. The youth pastor would make the same investment into his volunteers and student leaders.

STUDENT LEADERS
I also developed student leaders by meeting with them on a monthly basis, allowing them to teach (with supervised preparation), and holding them accountable to Biblical standards. Along with special teaching opportunities and assisting in small group leadership, they also had the opportunity to take on leadership roles in smaller areas…making Sunday AM announcements, leading the time when teens shared testimonies, running our snack bar, and even leading worship.
ACTIVITIES
Youth ministry should focus on five primary areas. Each area deals with the heart of every teen that is known to people in our ministry. (Modeled after Purpose-Driven Youth Ministry by Doug Fields & Rick Warren)
COMMUNITY

– Teens who have never been to church

CROWD

– Teens who have attended a youth ministry event

CONGREGATION
– Teens who attend regularly Sunday AM IMPACT sessions

COMMITTED

– Teens who participate in most ministry meetings

CORE


– Teens who lead and participate in the ministry
Each activity, from an ice cream social to a missions trip, should focus on one of these target groups and start the process of bringing them into the core group of believers who are dedicated to Christ and His Word.
PHILOSOPHY OF YOUTH MINISTRY

CALENDAR

Youth ministry can never be routine. In today’s fast-paced society and an epidemic of ADHD brought on by 10-second video clips on MTV, text messages, and video games, things need to be fresh and new. That is part of my philosophy best brought out by the trimester calendar. The lives of teenagers (and their families) revolve around three main areas of life…school starting in the Fall through the holidays, the winter & spring stretch, and summer vacation. Each activity for each target group should recur during each trimester. It is a calendar that establishes familiarity, yet allows for flexibility.
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The four corners of the square in the middle represent weekly activities within the Youth Ministry. The circle represents a calendar year. Our major activities and events are noted. We will break three times a year creating a trimester system. Each trimester begins with a kick-off (KO).
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Adult Volunteer Training








Tuesday PM


BIBLE STUDY
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